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Special Visitors in Cooma ahead of drilling for
Snowy 2.0 commencing
28 June 2017
The Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull, Deputy Premier John Barilaro and Parliamentary Secretary Bronnie Taylor
visited Cooma today ahead of investigative drilling commencing for Snowy 2.0.
SMEC CEO Andy Goodwin and Snowy Hydro Limited CEO Paul Broad provided a Snowy 2.0 update and showcased one
of the drill rigs.
Mr Broad said the investigative drilling, which is expected to commence next month after all approvals, is a critical
milestone for the Snowy 2.0 feasibility study.
"The drilling will provide us with detailed geotechnical information about the rock formations, strength and structure of
the area where the tunnels between the Tantangara and Talbingo reservoirs and underground power station will be
located. The core holes will be drilled in key locations so that we have a very clear picture of the geology and can better
plan and cost the project.” Mr Broad said.
The geotechnical information collected through this process will be shared with research and education institutions for
science and research purposes.
The Prime Minister, Deputy Premier and Parliamentary Secretary's visit was also an opportunity for Snowy Hydro and
SMEC to bring together their local project teams to celebrate the reopening of the SMEC office in Cooma.
SMEC's CEO Andy Goodwin said the reopening of their Cooma office and work on the Snowy 2.0 feasibility study will
continue to generate economic activity in the region. “It’s great to be working on such an iconic hydropower project
with Snowy Hydro that reflects on our namesake and history. For SMEC this is an opportunity to bring back our local
people with global experience to contribute to the legacy for the next generation.”
“The Feasibility Study will generate more than 350 jobs across professional services, construction and administrative
support and if Snowy 2.0 goes ahead we expect to create about 5000 jobs over the life of the build,” Mr Goodwin said.
The Snowy 2.0 Feasibility Study will be completed by the end of this year. Snowy Hydro is proud to provide secure,
stable and reliable renewable energy to households and businesses. If built, Snowy 2.0 would increase the generation
capacity by up to 50 per cent, making up to 2000 megawatts available to the National Electricity Market.
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